Greenhouse uses  

Raising annual plants for the garden - use benching and capillary matting.

Raising other plants from seeds and cuttings.

Growing tender summer vegetables like tomatoes - soil borders are preferable and high eaves.

Growing winter vegetables - some crops can be forced under benching.

Growing fruit - potted exotic trees can be moved out in summer.

Growing houseplants - some require winter heat.

Producing cut flowers - Soil borders are best. Insulation extends the season.

Growing ornamentals for the greenhouse.
Fruit

Grape - Black Hamburgh is widely available as a cold greenhouse cropper. The Muscats need heat.

Ensure good drainage. Ensure a good mix of soil to compost 3:1, or soil, manure, and leaf mould 4:1:1. 

Ideally plant late autumn to late winter cutting back to 15cm. Train onto horizontal wires.

Crops second summer onwards. Harvest from early to mid-autumn.

Growing up one side of the greenhouse will provide shade for an undercrop.

Strawberry - grow in baskets at the beginning of the year. First chill the plants outside in the first part of winter to induce good flowering. Bring in mid winter and gradually water them.

Harvest late spring to early summer. They cannot be forced again so after fruiting plant outside.

Sweet melon - can ramble over the ground and bench or scramble up netting. Pollination by hand should not be necessary if the borders have wild flowers.

Harvest late summer to early autumn.

Herbs

Basil and sweet marjoram flourish in summer and are best grown with fresh seed each year. Sow seeds in early spring and use 20cm pots for nutrient-hungry basil. Pick continually and deny them flowering to provide a harvest until late autumn.

Tender perennial herbs like bay, lemon verbena, some lavenders and rosemary can be brought in, the latter will flower from winter onwards.

Top dress with a worm compost.

Clumps of herbaceous herbs like chives and tarragon need to be divided in autumn. Surplus pieces can be potted up and replanted out in the spring to provide new stock.

Parsley can be sown in late summer in pots or modules for later planting up in the greenhouse. Chervil also during the autumn or spring as a seedling crop.

Vegetables

Sow leafy winter salads in late summer; an early crop of courgettes or beans can precede them.

Sow in pots and modules. Space the plantings closely and cut them earlier to re-sprout them.

Early harvests sown in autumn and spring take too much space though radishes, spring onions and carrots are an exception. Mangetout, florence fennel and spinach is also worth a try. Stick to rotations. Beds won't need to be manured again in the same year.

Seedling crops, where seed is thickly distributed and shoots are cut short include cress, salad rape, spinach, lettuce and salad rocket. Even in late autumn or early spring the crop can be ready in four weeks.

For cut-and-come e.g. endive, chicory or loose-leaf lettuces, the final cut in autumn will produce a fresh crop in spring.

Borders

Limnanthes douglasii for early flowers. Dwarf pot marigolds for compact shape, as well as wallflowers and forget-me-nots that live happily in pots - move around.

Hardy annuals tend to go leggy. Annuals are sown in late summer to early autumn.

Hardy spring bulbs in pots will flower a few weeks earlier.

The most successful bulbs are the dwarfs - scilla, narcissi, tulips, crocuses and irises.

Tall bullbs tend to get sappy and need support.

Ornamental perennials include fuchsia, ivies, camellias, pasque flowers, climbing jasmine and chrysanthemums.

Disease Prevention
Drip-irrigation system to include misters. Lack of moisture in the air can cause tiny fruits, as well as shedding buds and leaves. Leaves may brown or scorch.

Use moisture retentive potting compost to prevent nutrient deficiency.

Maintain a stable air temperature. Symptoms include leaf scorch. Leaves may also curl. 

Thermostat-controlled electric lights and roller blinds will block out excessive heat. Keep tomato leaves on stalks rather than exposing the fruit.

Paraffin or gas fumes can cause dry, brown areas on the leaves. Sensitive plants like salvia and tomatoes are particularly affected. Other low-level pollutants affect growth, usually oxides of nitrogen.

Burn premium grade paraffin sold specifically for the indoors, and use a blue-flame rather than a yellow-flame heater to achieve greater than 1kw energy output.
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